
Dear South Woods Families, 
  
We hope you enjoyed a beautiful holiday weekend and took the time to rest 
and recharge for what promise to be full days of learning and excitement as 
we approach the end of school in new and innovative ways.  While we could 
never have anticipated this particular journey, we are fortunate to be able to 
do so in partnership with one another with the shared goals of keeping our 
kids engaged, learning, and connected with school.  Here’s what’s up and 
coming: 
  

• We are pleased to announce that we have been designated a 2019-
20  “No Place for Hate” school by the Anti-Defamation League!  

• Our last day of instruction is Wednesday, June 17th.   
• Save the date!  We will celebrate our 8th graders with a special “South 

Woods Send Off” on the morning of June 15th, 2020.  More information 
will be coming to 8th grade families next week about a drive-through 
celebration including Moving Up certificates, awards, and some 
surprise goodies.   

• Yearbooks are coming!  Unfortunately, they will not be here in time for 
our 8th grade send-off. Once we know their arrival date we will plan for 
curbside pickup and apprise you of the details. If you have questions 
or need a reminder about whether or not you placed an order, please 
reach out to Mr. Maus at mmaus@syossetschools.org. 

• South Woods Peer Leaders are taking “Road Trips” to our elementary 
schools in the next two weeks to visit fifth grade classes.  These 
middle school experts will share their South Woods wisdom with our 
incoming 6th graders during their Google meet classes. 

• Medication pickup- if you have medication in the Health Office please 
use this form to make an appointment to retrieve 
it: https://www.familyid.com/programs/medication-pickup-or-discard-june-1st-7 

• Tomorrow is the last day of locker content pickup.  If you do not plan 
to pick up your locker contents, please 
email bgadigian@syossetschools.org.  Please include your name, locker 
number, and written consent to discard the contents.   

• Please continue to check our website for updates, and follow us on 
Instagram @southwoodsms for newsworthy posts! 

  
  
We are proud of how are students have sustained their involvement in 
school at this time.  We fully understand the challenges of an entire family 
working and learning from home and after several weeks of analysis, we 
think the following suggestions will be helpful to our students: 
  



• Be mindful about what family activities would potentially be 
heard/seen during online learning.  We suggest having your students 
do their work somewhere near enough that you can monitor, yet 
private enough to concentrate on their work. 

• Thanks to the privacy guidelines in our Google products and our 
adherence to the Code of Character, Conduct and Support, students 
can feel comfortable and confident to turn their cameras on when 
asked by the teacher.  In most cases, students will be expected to 
keep their cameras on for the duration of the lesson.  This will allow 
our teachers to monitor learning and provide appropriate 
feedback.  Visible human presence on screen makes online lessons 
more dynamic and engaging.  Should there be concerns, please let 
teachers or counselors know.  

• As the weather warms up, please continue to make sure students are 
appropriately dressed for the online school environment. 

Thank you for continued support and for helping us keep learning going from 
home.   
  
Warmly, 
  
Ms. Burget 
  
 


